West Virginia Conference Committee on Native American Ministries Report

Since West Virginia does not have a specific federally recognized tribal reservation within the boundaries of the
Annual Conference, our work has primarily involved supporting intertribal groups and organizations that work
to promote Native American culture in our area. This has included small grants and committee member
presence at several powwow gatherings within the bounds of the Annual Conference including the gathering in
Parsons and the Fifth Annual Thunder in the Mountains Powwow in Fayetteville, WV. These gatherings have
afforded us the opportunity to meet and connect with indigenous peoples residing in our area and those
visiting to participate in these events.

This year our CONAM had the opportunity to help sponsor a very significant event at West Virginia University.
The WVU Native American Studies program held a forum This Land Was Already Loved in conjunction with the
Annual Peace Tree Ceremony in October. The Committee on Native American Ministries have been a part of
the Peace Tree ceremony for a number of years. This forum brought together leaders from federally recognized
tribes with historic ties to West Virginia including the revered chiefs Sidney Hill, Tadadaho and Oren Lyons,
Faithkeeper, both of the Six Nations Iroquois Confederacy, Haudenosaunee, along with the esteemed chiefs
and tribal leaders Ben Barnes of the Shawnee Tribe, Glenna Wallace of the Eastern Shawnee Tribe, Deborah
Dotson of the Delaware Nation of Indians, Brad KillsCrow of the Delaware Tribe and Catherine Forman Gray of
the Cherokee Nation. These leaders shared their cultural ties and tribal connection with our area. They made
presentations on their specific tribes’ experiences in the past and the current realities on their respective
reservations. Several leaders also shared the impact of mission schools sponsored by the Methodist Church
and other Christian denominations on their children, their people and their tribal nations. These personal
stories regarding their familial, tribal and cultural trauma was powerful and very moving.

CONAM members in attendance recognized this mission school history and its continued impact on Native
American people and societies as something we should address in the manner we addressed the church’s
complicity in the Sand Creek Massacre. It demands education, prayers of confession and works of
reconciliation. In the coming year the Committee will seek and develop resources to share with the conference
and local congregations on ways in which we can begin to address this difficult history and support Native
peoples and the trauma it has caused. We feel this is critical in continuing to build bridges with Native
communities. It is only in owning our past through repentance and forgiveness that we can move forward truly
build community with our indigenous sisters and brothers.

This fall, the committee has gathered via ZOOM for meetings and set some priorities for the coming
conference year. These include

1) Continued attendance and presence at Native American gatherings in the state such the Powwow in
Parsons and Thunder in the Mountain gathering in Fayetteville.

2) Working with Annual Conference planning team invite a representative from a federally recognized
tribe with historic ties to West Virginia to attend and be a part of our conference including comments at
beginning of conference and reception for continued sharing.

3) Working to address the historical markers throughout the state which often share negative information
regarding Native American in the area.

4) Sharing information and resources on mission schools with local congregations for a focus in local
churches on NA Ministries Sunday

WYV Conference CONAM - Dr. Ellesa High, Co-chair



Rev. Dr. Jay Parkins, Co-chair
Tracy Brown- Dolinsky

Ellen Krimmel

Rev. Ken Krimmel

Dr. JF Lacaria

Rich Shaffer

Karen Tate



