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We say waanishii to Kiisheelumukweengw, the one who creates by thought, for all the good in this 
year and to all who helped with so many di:erent projects, events and activities. 
 
We also say laapich kunaawush, until we meet again, to many Elders who have crossed over this 
last year and pray for healing and comfort for all who mourn them: Odette Wright, Sharkey Wright, 
Arnold Braunskill, Nina Todd, and Sylvester Harmon to name just a few. 
 
In our Peninsula Delaware Annual Conference, there are two Delaware State recognized Tribes – 
the Nanticoke and the Lenape in addition to members of the Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape of New 
Jersey. Additionally throughout the Eastern Shore of Maryland, there are the Assateagues, the 
Pocomokes, the Nause-Waiwash Band of Indians and the Maryland State recognized Tribe of the 
Accohannocks.  
 
This last year, we have focused more on activities and programs rather than committee meetings; 
some of them include: 
 
àthe ongoing work revitalizing the Nanticoke Language through the publication of “Once It Has 
Been Spoken…It Cannot Be Unspoken. We hope to begin language classes in 2025. 
 
àthe first ever U.S. Ribbon Skirt Honor Walk bringing Tribal members together to educate and 
celebrate our cultural traditions and symbolism.  
 
àNative American Celebrations at Heritage Day, multiple Powwows, Winter Solstice Party 
 
àThompson Island Restoration of Ancestral Burial Grounds and Recognition of the 1669 
Massacre of Nanticoke people. 
 
àThe Wuliikun Naawul Niitaap! (It’s good to see you my friends) Camp, a weeklong sleepover 
summer camp engaging 45 Native children, youth and adults in traditional immersion and fun. 
 
àRestoration of Ebenezer Church and Cemetery, an abandoned church that was home to a Free 
African and Lenape community in the mid 1880’s. 
 
We know many challenges lie ahead as our work with the  Annual Conference has been 
complicated by COVID and the many disa:iliations. Likewise, our Tribal members are facing hard 
work just to survive and continue the education that Indigenous People are Still Here! within our 
region. We are grateful and remain committed to doing all that we can.  Waanishii. 


