EPA CoNAM Annual Report 2024

EPA Committee on Native American Ministries has 2 Co-chairs and 9 active members with additional

members as Resource/Advisory, members emeritus, and new members joining the team.

A summary of 2024 from January to October follows:

v

v

Presentation of The Loss of Turtle Island interpretative exercise at Widener University, PA, on
February 12, 2024, and at Delaware Valley Friends Upper School, Paoli PA, March 19, 2024.

Tools for Ministry Workshop presented in the South and East Districts on March 2, 2024, and the
North District on March 9, 2024, “William Penn’s ‘Holy Experiment’ — Did it work as he intended?”
Spring meeting at Camp Innabah with guest speaker, Nathan Solorio (Ojibwa), Mechanicsburg PA,
a delegate to NCAI’S Youth Commission Native Leadership Summit in Washing D. C. Nathan has
demonstrated exceptional leadership skills as a high school student.

Vendor table at Annual Conference, May 21-23, Wildwood NJ, with informational materials. A
resolution on voting rights with an emphasis on Native Americans was presented and received
approval by the conference. EPA CoNAM collaborated with GNJ CoNAM on a Land
Acknowledgement video at the Annual Conference and at the NEJ Conference.

EPA CoNAM accepted the invitation to host the 2024 NEJNAMC Annual Meeting set for October
25-27, 2024, and worked in collaboration with GNJ on plans to hold the meeting at St. John UMC,
Bridgeton NJ. The in-person meeting was canceled in September with the NEJNAMC Executive
Committee decision to hold a virtual business meeting on October 25 instead.

Visit to the Fifth Sunday Worship at St. John UMC, Bridgeton NJ, with fellowship and a history
lesson on St. John.

EPA CoNAM members were involved in events and activities:

v

v

Jim Thorpe Sports Days at the Army War College, Carlisle PA, April 2024.

Land Acknowledgement for Oregon Community UMC 150" Anniversary Celebration, June 2024.
Dedication Ceremony for the Welakamike Creekside Park, Collegeville PA, sponsored by
Collegeville Borough and the Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy. Jeremy Johnson, Cultural
Education Director of the Delaware Tribe of Oklahoma, was present for the dedication.

Right Relationship Training at Mennonite Heritage Center, Harleysville PA, facilitated by the
Coalition to Dismantle the Doctrine of Discovery.

Indigenous Peoples’ Day, Shackamaxon Park (Penn Treaty Park) October 14, 2024.

EPA CoNAM provides financial support for Native Americans in various ways:

v
v
v

Education and awareness of Native American issues and advocating for their rights.

Mission trips to reservations and communities that support Native Americans.

Support for Native American businesses by purchasing items that help to fulfill our mission to
“raise awareness of the history, traditions and contributions of Native Americans in our churches
and communities.”

Verna Colliver, EPA CoNAM Secretary
October 15, 2024



