Resolution to the 2021 New England Annual Conference

Honoring Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women
Submitted by The NEAC Committee on Native American Ministries, vote taken:
April 1, 2021, 7 yes, 0 no, 0 abstentions; Breanne MacFarland, chair

Grounding Rationale:

The Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW) movement began in Canada and has
been adopted in the U.S. to acknowledge the exceedingly high rates of Native American and Alaska
Native Indigenous women who go missing or are murdered every day. The problem of MMIW is so
profound that it is an epidemic.

Violence against Native women is more frequent and severe than among any other people in
North America. In 2016 there were 5,712 Native American women reported missing via the National
Crime Information Center in the United States of America.? The Center for Disease Control and
Prevention reports murder is the third-leading cause of death among Native American women.?
Additionally, it is widely accepted that Native American women are murdered at more than 10 times the
national average.* Experts say that even these startling numbers are likely an underestimate of the total
number of Native American women affected by violence due to the inadequate infrastructure for
women to report and handle these incidents.’

In 2013, twenty-one-year-old Hanna Harris went missing after a 4th of July celebration with her
family. Harris was a 2010 graduate of West High School in Billings, MT and a mother of a 10-month-old
son. Right away her family knew something was wrong but struggled to get assistance from local law
enforcement because they didn’t take her disappearance seriously. Four days later, Harris’ body was
found, murdered on the Northern Cheyenne Reservation.

Harris’ birthday, May 5th, has been recognized by the United States Congress as a National Day
of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Native Women. On her birthday Natives encourage supporters
to wear red because red is the only color the spirits can see. Red is also symbolic of the women’s blood
that has been violently spilled unnecessarily; by wearing red, the spirits of the missing women will be
called back to earth and laid to rest.

The death of Jalajhia Finklea, a Mashpee Wampanoag tribal citizen and New England resident, is
one of the most recent Native women to suffer a tragic death. The seventeen-year-old went missing on
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October 20, 2020, the night before her eighteenth birthday. Her remains were discovered over a month
later 1,350 miles from her home.® Her kidnapping suspect was shot in a shootout with law enforcement,
and little is expected to be learned about her tragic demise.

Local Native women, our neighbors, are being killed due to racially motivated hate crimes,
gendered violence, and continued historical mistreatment. This is part of a larger systemic problem that
began when Columbus landed in the New World. A false narrative has been taught in schools that
Columbus "discovered" the New World, when in fact, millions of people already inhabited the Americas.
Since the arrival of Columbus, Native American peoples and their cultures have suffered great losses
through disease, warfare, massacre, and forced assimilation.

The celebration of Columbus Day is a celebration of genocide. Columbus Day glorifies an
exploration that led to the extermination of Native Peoples that continues to this day. In contrast,
Indigenous Peoples Day is a protest of the historical conquest of North America by Europeans.
Celebrated in lieu of Columbus Day on the second Monday in October, Indigenous Peoples Day
celebrates resiliency, strength, cultures, and history.

Resolution:

Whereas, at the 2015 New England Annual Conference (NEAC) Act of Repentance’ service,
Cabinet members committed as individuals to “Look for ways to become an ally to Native and
Indigenous peoples,” and to “speak up,”® and,

Whereas, at the 2015 NEAC Act of Repentance service, the Conference “[Affirmed] our
commitment to empowering the presence of Native and indigenous people in the life of the New
England Annual Conference,”® and,

Whereas The NEAC Committee on Native American Ministries (CONAM) “seeks to advocate for
ministry with and by Native Americans, and to share the diverse culture, history, and traditions of Native
peoples,”’® and monitors Native American ministries within the Annual Conference by communication
with local tribes to discuss spiritual and physical needs,

Therefore, be it resolved that NEAC will speak out and speak up as allies against the sinful
injustices of discrimination, harassment, and violence surrounding Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women, in the following ways:
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Be it further resolved that the NEAC will acknowledge and commemorate May 5th as National Day

of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Native Women by:

1. Instructing NEAC Cabinet members to write statements of solidarity for the National Day of
Awareness to the Representatives of their states that make up the NEAC constituency: Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont, and eastern Connecticut, and

2. Encouraging members of the NEAC to write statements of solidarity for the National Day of
Awareness to the Representatives of their states that make up the NEAC constituency: Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont, and eastern Connecticut.

Be it further resolved that the NEAC will acknowledge and celebrate the second Monday in October

as Indigenous People’s Day by:

1. [Instructing NEAC Cabinet members to write statements of solidarity to celebrate Indigenous
People’s Day in lieu of Columbus Day to the Representatives of their states that make up the
NEAC constituency: Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and eastern Connecticut
(Maine and Vermont already celebrate Indigenous People’s Day).

2. Encouraging members of the NEAC to write statements of solidarity to celebrate Indigenous
People’s Day in lieu of Columbus Day to the Representatives of their states that make up the
NEAC constituency: Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and eastern Connecticut
(Maine and Vermont already celebrate Indigenous People’s Day).

3. Encouraging local churches, the NEAC, and District offices to use the term Indigenous People’s
Day in lieu of Columbus Day in their communications, worship services, and event planning.

Be it further resolved that the NEAC will support Native American women by encouraging United
Methodists to wear RED on May 5th, National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Native
Women, as well as on the second Monday of October, Indigenous People’s Day.



